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The Honorable Thomas Udall 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510-3103 

Dear Senator Udall: 

Dr. Francis Collins, Director of the National Institutes of Health (NIH), has asked me to thank you for 
your May 21 letter regarding the Alamogordo Primate Facility (APF) on the Holloman Air Force Base, 
and to respond to you personally. The National Center for Research Resources (NCRR), a component of 
the NIH, administers the contract with Charles River Laboratories (CRL), which manages the APF. 

NCRR has decided that it will not recompete the contract for managing the APF and that the current 
contract will be allowed to expire in May 2011. This decision was based in part on a year-long discussion 
with CRL, and the decision has been relayed to CRL. The following are the reasons for this decision: 

1)	 Research conducted with the APF chimpanzees cannot be performed at the APF. The animals
 
must be moved to another facility to participate in research. This restriction on the use of the
 
APF chimpanzees is made by the Holloman Air Force Base as part of the agreement to allow
 
APF to operate on the base.
 

2)	 To return them to the APF would create permanent disruption of their social groups and increase
 
stress to the animals, which could affect their health and would delay their entry into research
 
projects. This restriction on the use of the APF chimpanzees is made by the Holloman Air Force
 
Base as part of the agreement to allow APF to operate on the base.
 

3)	 The current cost of the contract with CRL is significantly higher than the cost of other NCRR
 
facilities, and there is no indication that a future contract will cost less.
 

4)	 There is unused space at other NCRR-supported facilities that could be used to house the APF
 
chimpanzees. This is partly the result of the NCRR-imposed chimpanzee breeding moratorium
 
that has been in place for 15 years, which has reduced the population sizes at the facilities.
 

NCRR staff have decided that the chimpanzees housed at the APF will be moved to the NCRR-supported 
Southwest Foundation National Primate Research Center (Southwest) located in San Antonio, Texas. 
The projected timeline is that 14-15 animals will be moved this summer to existing facilities at Southwest 
and that the remaining animals will be moved around January 2011, after some renovations at Southwest 
are completed. All movements of these chimpanzees will be coordinated and closely monitored by the 
APF and Southwest professional veterinary staff, who have many years of experience working with 
chimpanzees. It is NCRR's practice that professional and technical staff accompany the animals during 
transit and then be met by professional and technical staff at the receiving site. NCRR staff will be 
making site visits to both APF and Southwest in late June to make a last evaluation prior to finalizing 
plans for moving all of the animals to Southwest. 
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NCRR values the contract with CRL and its employees and will maintain the contract until it ends in May 
2011. However, for the reasons stated above, it is not in NCRR's best interest to renew its contract with 
CRL. For similar reasons, NCRR recently let a subcontract with the Primate Foundation of Arizona 
expire and successfully transferred 80 animals to a facility in Bastrop, Texas. NCRR does not expect 
CRL to have any reduction in the work force before the contract ends, as there are numerous tasks that 
need to be completed in order to transfer the chimpanzees. 

If you need additional information, please feel free to contact Dr. Harold Watson, Division of 
Comparative Medicine, NCRR, at telephone number 301-435-0884, or bye-mail at 
watsonh@mail.nih.gov. 

I appreciate your interest in the APF and also appreciate your support of our research. We have notified 
employees as far in advance as possible. We hope the CRL and its employees will have sufficient time 
over the next year to make future plans. 

Sincerely, 

/JaJ~~ 
Barbara Alving, M.D. 
Director 


